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The policy promotes a multi-disciplinary approach that encourages students to explore various
subjects, says V-C Gurmeet Singh; he rejects allegation that NEP is an attempt to impose Hindi

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

ondicherry Univer-
P sity has started the
process of imple-

‘ menting the National Edu-

cation Policy in the courses

« offered on its campus and

at all affiliated colleges
from the current academic
year.

Announcing the deci-
sion at a press conference
on Tuesday, Vice-Chancel-
lor Gurmeet Singh said one
of the key features of the
NEP was the multiple entry
and exit options for under-

. graduate students. They

can get a certificate if they
wish to exit the course af-
ter one year. Students who
drop out mid-way can re-
enter the academic stream
after some time at any un-
iversity or college of his/
her choice. The NEP al-
lowed students to create an

. account in the Academic
' Bank of Credits (ABC) por-

, he-said
The ABC, he said, will

| store the course details

and grades of students. A
student who wishes to get
back to education after a

« break can carry forward

his/her credit. Several in-
stitutes are connected to

the portal and the student
will have the option of do-
ing a different course dur-
ing the mid-entry. The
Pondicherry  University
and its affiliated colleges
had started the process of
creating the ABC portal, he
added.

“The policy recognises
the importance of holistic
development to foster the
cognitive, socio-emotional
and physical skills of stu-
dents. It promotes a multi-
disciplinary approach that
encourages students to ex-
plore various subjects. The
NEP lays the right kind of
emphasis on the mother
tongue. It does not impose

Pondicherry University V-C Gurm

eet Singh addressing a press conference on Tuesday. S.S. KUMAR

any language, and there is
complete freedom to the
student to choose the lan-
guage,” he added.

On the allegation that
the NEP was an attempt to
impose Hindi, the Vice-
Chancellor said, “It is not
at all true. The NEP gives
maximum importance to
the mother tongue. The

policy gives students the

option to learn more than
one language. The Tamil
language is the oldest and
richest and we should pro-
mote it. The students
should encash the oppor-
tunity. There is no scope
for hatred of any lan-
guage,” he said.

to implement NEP from

Asked about the de-
mand for implementation
of 25% reservation for local
students at Pondicherry
University, the Vice-Chan-
cellor said the quota was
followed in admission to
several courses. Even in
courses where the reserva-
tion was not implemented,
the representation of local
students was 35%-40%, he
said.

“So there is no need to
restrict the quota to 25%.
Anyway, we have taken up
with the Ministry the de-
mand for reservation for
local students. The Minis-
try is considering it,” he
said.
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Pondy Univ, affiliated colleges to adopt NEP

Institution set to introduce four-year undergraduate programme for all courses from current academic year: V-C

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Puducherry

IN a significant move towards
aligning with the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 (NEP), Pon-
dicherry University is set to
introduce the Four-Year Under-
graduate Programme (FYUP)
for all its courses in the aca-
demic year 2023-2024. Vice-
chancellor Gurmeet Singh an-
nounced this decision at a press
conference held on Tuesday.
The implementation of the
academic bank of credit will be
a central feature in all schools,
departments, centres, and af-
filiated colleges, encompassing
all academic courses. This ap-

proach will enable students to
have multiple entry and exit op-
tions, with the opportunity to
receive a certificate at the end
of first year (two semesters) or
a diploma at the end of second
year (four semesters). At the
end of third year (six semes-
ters), a certificate equivalent to
the bachelor’s degree will be
provided. A four-year bach-
elor’s degree certificate will be
awarded after finishing an
eight-semester programme and
a research project.

This means that, in case a
student have to temporarily
discontinue education, they
will still receive a certificate or
diploma based on the duration

Gurmeet Singh, vice chancellor of
Pondicherry University addressing a
press meet on Friday | sriramr

of their study. They can resume
studies later and complete the
course as per convenience.
Gurmeet Singh emphasised
that the curriculum will be de-

signed to empower students
and encourage practical appli-
cation of knowledge. The de-
grees offered will be holistic,
multi- disciplinary, and flexible,
allowing for various combina-
tions of subjects to cater to in-
dividual preferences. The con-
ventional boundaries between
subjects will be dissolved to
provide students with greater
freedom of choice.

The implementation aims to
foster collaboration between
institutions by permitting stu-
dents to shift to other courses
of their choice, depending on
seat availability in other insti-
tutions that have adopted NEP.

To facilitate the successful

implementation of the NEP, the
V-C has directed the principals
of around 101 colleges affiliat-
ed with the university in both

Puducherry and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands to begin new |
framework. “There are some

initial hiccups but there is no
going back from the implemen-
tation,” said the V-C.

Addressing the issue of fi-
nancial constraints, he said the
current allocation of funds was
insufficient. The university has
approached the University
Grants Commission to enhance
grants by 10% and plans to in-
crease the endowment fund
from 5 lakh to 10 lakh to sup-
port its proposals.
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